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SUBJECT: KARNATAKA GOVERNOR UMA SHANKAR DIKSHIT ON ELECTIONS 

1 . THE QUESTION OF ELECTIONS CAME UP DURING MY CALL ON KARNATAKA 
GOVERNOR UMA SHANKAR DIKSHIT ON JULY 10 IN BANGALORE, AND I ASKED 
HIM WHEN HE, AS ONE CLOSE TO THE PRIME MINISTER, THINKS ELECTIONS 
WILL BE HELD. HE REPLIED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER HERSELF HAD SAID 
NOTHING TO HIM, BUT AS NEARLY AS HE COULD PICK UP IN DELHI, "THE 

FIRST THINKING" HAD BEEN THAT MRS . GHANDHI WOULD HOLD PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS IN NOVEMBER OF THIS YEAR, TO BE FOLLOWED BY STATE ELECTIONS 
IN FEBRUARY, 1977. LATER, HE SAID, "THE SECOND THINKING" SEEMED 
TO BE THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD HOLD PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 
IN FEBRUARY, 1977, TO BE FOLLOWED A YEAR LATER BY STATE ELECTIONS. 

HE DID NOT GO INTO THE QUESTION OF THE MONSOON VERY DEEPLY, BUT 
IMPLIED THAT THE FACT THAT THE MONSOON IS OFF TO A SLOW START 
MAY HAVE AFFECTED THINKING IN DELHI SOMEWHAT. 

2. DIKSHIT WENT ON TO SAY THAT "SOMEBODY" HAD RECENTLY SUGGESTED 
TO HIM THAT "INDIA SHOULD FORGET ABOUT ELECTIONS" AND GET ON WITH 
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IMPORTANT HARD LINER WHO IS NOT EVEN A MINISTER," DIKSHIT SAID THIS 
PERSON HAD SAID TO HIM THAT INDIA, SINCE INDEPENDENCE, HAS SEEMED 
TO BE PREOCCUPIED WITH ELECTIONS OF ONE KIND OR ANOTHER MOST OF 
THE TIME. MIGHT IT NOT BE BETTER, DIKSHIT SAID HE WAS ASKED, FOR 
THE PRIME MINISTER TO INDICATE THERE WOULD IN FACT BE NO ELECTIONS 
FOR TWO OR THREE YEARS, ALLOWING HER TO DEVOTE ALL OF HER TIME TO 
THE IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING THE COUNTRY AND NOT HAVE TO GIVE UP SO 
MUCH TIME TO ELECTIONS. HE DID NOT ANSWER THE QUESTION, BUT HIS 
MANNER SEEMED TO INDICATE THAT HE DOES NOT DISAGREE WITH THIS 
LINE OF THINKING. 

3. COMMENT: DIKSHIT'S SPECULATION APPEARS VERY MUCH IN LINE WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER S STATEMENT CONCERNING ELECTIONS GIVEN TO 
THE AMERICAN TV GROUP AND CARRIED IN THE JULY 12 PRESS, AND THE 
UNIDENTIFIED "SOMEBODY" REFERRED TO BY HIM OBVIOUSLY IS CLOSER TO 
MRS. GANDHI'S THINKING THAN HE WOULD HAVE HAD ME BELIEVE. 
MCCASKILL 

UNQUOTE 

SAXBE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR, NATIONAL ELECTIONS, ELECTION CANCELLATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NEWDE10275 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760270-0724 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760764/aaaaceir.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 JUN 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <05 OCT 2004 by vogelfj> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KARNATAKA GOVERNOR UMA SHANKAR DIKSHIT ON ELECTIONS 
TAGS: PINT, IN, (DIKSHIT, UMA SHANKAR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



